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24 May 1956 


t^ORAHBtm FOE fBB RECOSQ) 
SUBJECT; Interview With 

RSFEESNCE6: 


Subject’s letter to DCl, 7 Ifey 1956; DCI'e reply, 
12 May 1956. 


25X1 


1 . laie unde ralgned called on 
hi a office at the 


by appolntaeat In 


this Biorning to dlectus hie letter to the SCI In which he reported 
that he had heard ’’eoiae strong criticism of Badlo Liberation." 

The conversatlcm lasted about 45 minutes. 


2 . I I explaizuid that he had been interested In 

Radio Liberation for smae time because he knew that the SCI had a 
deep interest in It and also because he felt that it had a unique 
opportunity as a cold war weapwi. He knew of the DCI's interest, 
he said, because the SCI had asked him espec ially to look into 
Radio Liberation’s operations when he went t( | [ ^3 to 

study If.S. information prograaw for the Hickenlooper Senate C<»b» 
mlttee . 


3* said that he found Radio Liberation to be In 

"pretty much of a mess" at that time because it seemed, from, his 
background of experience with BIAS, to be struggling with technical 
and prograssaing problems which It was ill-equipped to solve. (In 
this connection, it should be noted that Radio Idbexation went on 
the air on 1 March 1953 nnd, at the tine In question, was naturally 
luadergoing the birth pangs normally to be associated with an organi- 
zation starting from sczatch uoder the complex ci rcumstances s ur- 
roundlng It). When he revisited Munich in 1955, 


25X1 

25X1 


25X 


said. 


he did not again visit the station, but got the ia^resslon from 

"talking around" that Badlo Liberation stil l was not doioK as 

good a .lob as It should be doing. He named I 

of whose abilities he said he bad 


25X1 

25X1 


a very high opinion, as a source in these "talks." Since that time, 
he added, this liqpresBion had been confirmed in his mlM by remarks 
he had heard from scow people In Hew York and Washington. 

4. He said he 
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5^ I I Bttld he sensed that idist Badio Idheratlon 

needed vas a strong administrator capable of ’Toiocklng heads 
togetiier” vhen the occasion required^ soneone of "an aroiy officer 
type who could be toui^ when necessary" but \ib.o at the saa» time 
could win wid retain the respect of the eMgres with ^(»b he had 
to deal. He said that if the DC! haul any problems in this connec- 
tion# he would be glad to help out in any wsy he could# "without 
eoapensatlcai and without haring any outward connection with Radio 
Liberation." fo offered to girs one day per week on week-ends, 
plus holidays if could be of serrice in this connection. 

6. Bie undersigned thanked | |on behalf of the 

DCI for his offer to be of servlee and assured him that he woiald 
be contacted if his assistance could be utilised. MSanwhile, he 
was asked# could be be more specific cMtcemlng the criticism he 
had reported haring heard? 

7* Me replied that he had heard nothing more specific than 
the generally expressed opinion that Radio Liberation was not 
doing as good a Job as It sh ould be doing. Be rolunt eered that he 
had heard this from I I and "some of hia hovs " ip 

I and from 

' some vonma" in | | gew York vhcan he thought 

was an executive of the Foundation but whose name he was unable to 
recall. It had been about four months since he had heard these 
criticisms, he said# birt he had Jiist not "gotten around" to 
reporting them to the SCI earlier. He acknowledged that the 
criticism# especially that emanating from VGA sourcas# might have 
been baaed on natural congpetitire considerations. He added# however, 
that he had interpreted It as being aimed prismrlly at Radio Libera- 
tion ‘a 'house-keeping," which led him to the conclusion that it needed 
a good "top administrator.” He said he infrequently saw people in 
Kew York and Washingtcm who mlj^t have further information# that he 
would keep his ears open and that If he heard anything elae# he 
would contact the undersigned. He was thanked for his interest but 
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was given no 
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vas given no tncourai^aent to eondnet an in«|vdry on behalf of the 
DCX • 


8» I j j eentiom d in passing that he knew Messrs. 

/ l lo the Agency and inquired how they 

werej, es^lninixig that he had not seen them lately. The under- 
signed replied tlmt they were fine as far as he knew. There was 
no further discussion eoneeming thee. 

9. le confided that the Admiral Canaria "memento'’ mentioned 
in his letter to the KJI is ths Admiral's personal pistol^ a 
Walther with tlw Admiral's sigmture etched on the frame. Is hopes 
some tla® to show it to the DCI. 


presents a poised end affable personality 


10 . 

on first contact . Se appeared to be genuinely interested in per- 
forming a aervlca for the DCI if he aseds It, and gave no impression 
of Job-aesklng as such. The undersigned was undble, howevar, to 
reconcile the vagueness of his recital of the reported criticism of 
Badio Liberation with the more positive tone of his letter to the 
DCI. 


Eha 


1 f* *■ 

^ ^ ha M 


Distributioiu 
orlg k 2 • 
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